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fact, been already reconnoitred by Hamilcar; the Romans
found a party of Carthaginians in Liguria in 230 B. 0.
But the scheme was none the less Hannibal's.

If Carthage had been mistress of the seas, southern Italy
would have afforded a markedly better base than the Po.
For Macedon might then readily have sustained the Cartha-
ginian right, and reinforcements could come from home or
Spain with much less time and risk. But southern Italy
was full of fortified cities committed to the Roman cause; a
foothold was not so easy to acquire there; and Carthage had
no fleet which could compete with Eome.

Next came the question whether Hannibal should seek to
reach the Po by land or by sea. Though the sea was com-
manded by the Roman fleet, a descent at Genoa was possible.
But a single naval disaster would ruin the Carthaginian cause
beyond redemption; by the overland route conflict would be
avoided until the Gallic allies had been reached. Hannibal's
knowledge of the topography of northern Italy was as yet
meagre. He knew that from Genoa there was still a moun-
tain range to cross to reach the Po; how much less an one
than the Alps he was not advised. The Alps had already
been crossed by many roving bands of large size; indeed,
Gallic armies had accomplished the feat; why might not as
much be done by a Carthaginian army ? Moreover, in the
plan to cross the Alps, there was the element of doing that
which your enemy least expects, and Hannibal understood
and had weighed this well.

Hannibal, says Polybius, " conducted his enterprise with
consummate judgment; for he had accurately ascertained the
excellent nature of the country in which he was to arrive,
and the hostile disposition of its inhabitants towards the
Romans ; and he had for guides and conductors through the
difficult passes which lav in the wav na-tivp-a of f.Tm en-
